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As an academic discipline, public policy brings in elements of various disciplines including 

economics, sociology, political science, law and public management, all as applied to 

problems of governmental administration, management, and operations. Governments and 

political processes define the frontiers of economic relationships and the rules of market 

interactions. Moreover, governments themselves allocate resources and these allocations 

reflect complex political bargaining. 

 The present course discussed the economic analysis of the government activities ,empower 

participants  to analyse public policy and derive improved decision making within the policy 

context. Rigorous policy analysis is highly sought after skill set in today’s world of data 

driven decision making. Currently in India, there is dearth of certificate courses on economic 

analysis of public policy. It is in view of this lacuna that National Law University, Jodhpur 

offered a six weeks certificate course on economic analysis of public policy which was

designed for academicians, civil servants, non-government organisations, legal professionals, 

social workers and other related stakeholders who aspire to conduct research and publish 

in the realm of public policy. 

  Free market fails to deliver efficient outcome in presence of externalities, asymmetric 

information, and imperfections in market structures and in provisioning of public goods. 

Hence, there arises an economic justification of government in economic arena. 

With this backdrop the course explored the rationale for public policy interventions in the 

economy and discussed the role of economics in the political process. It prepared the students  

 



 

to examine the underlying economic arguments behind public policy choices. The program 

covered debates regarding market efficacy, causes of market failure and hence state 

intervention in the economy through various recent case studies. A wide range of topics and 

areas were explored by the students some of which were:   

�   Rationale for government intervention in the economy and the efficiency, incentive, 

and distributional effects of government policies. 

� Economic reasoning behind various policies like education policy, demonetisation, 

Goods and Service tax, competition policy, labour market, and financial market and 

environment regulations, health policy, social security programmes and population 

policy etc.  

� Various tools and techniques   to evaluate different   public policies and their impacts. 

It enabled the students to evaluate the public policies and understand the causes 

behind the government failure and hence the imperative of public private partnership 

in the present context.  

 

Special lectures were organized to demonstrate the interconnectedness of this research 

area with other subjects. 

 Finally to evaluate the course outcomes, the students were assessed through a written 

test, assignment, projects and presentation.  The participants were given certificates of 

successful participation on securing 60% marks in the overall assessments. 

 

 

   


